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Frequently Asked Questions

How safe is electric fencing for horses?
Modern, pulsed, high-powered electric fencing is very 

safe for both horses and humans as long as the system 
is correctly erected and energizers used comply with 
strict international manufacturing standards. Stafix 

Energizers are sold in over ninety countries around the 
world and no fatality has ever been recorded by anyone 

using a Stafix Energizer - a safety record that even 
NASA would be envious of.

How many strands should I install?
The number of strands is dependent on the purpose of 
the fence. For internal subdivision fences on pasture a 

single 12mm or 40mm tape should suffice. Where better 
control is required, two strands are recommended and 

for perimeter/stallion fences, three strands. 

Do I need to train my horses to electric 
fencing? 

All animals need time and space to learn about electric 
fencing. Do not confine your horse in too small an area 
when introducing them it to an electric fence. The first 

shock a horse experiences can be quite traumatic for a 
highly strung animal and it needs space to back off. 

However, once bitten twice shy, and they will avoid the 
fence in the future.

Won’t electric fences affect the future 
performance of my horses?

There is no evidence, over the past fifteen years since 
horse tape has been used, that horses who need to clear 

obstacles in their working lives start refusing to do so. 
The painful shock is associated only with the tape. 

How do I tell how powerful an energizer is?
An energizers output energy is measured in joules, the 
higher the joule rating, the more powerful the energizer. 
Within an urban area the law limits the energy output of 

an energizer to just eight joules under any load condition.

How effective is electric fencing?
Electric fencing for horses is very effective, and 

economical. It is however important that one 
understands the basic principles of current flow (see 

opposite page) to reap the full benefits. The importance 
of good earthing cannot be over stressed.

How does an electric fence work?
An electric fence can best be described as a 

“psychological fear barrier”. It works on the principle of 
giving an animal a short, sharp, painful yet safe shock 
that is sufficiently memorable for the animal touching it 
not to forget. Horses, being  intelligent animals, learn 
very quickly that their perimeters are hostile and to 

respect and avoid electric fences.

Which energizer should I use?
For permanent tape fences, where mains power is 

available, one would use a mains powered energizer. 
The length of the fence will dictate the size of the 

energizer. For temporary or portable fencing one would 
use a battery powered energizer. Solar panels  can be 
used to charge the energizers batteries (see products 

available information on energizers.)

Is electric fencing legal?
There is legislation relating to electric fencing and 

provided you comply with the legislation electric fencing 
is 100% legal. So, make sure that the energizer you 

purchase has a valid Certificate of Compliance (COC) 
and a Letter of Authority (LOA), that you earth it as per 
Q 9 below, and if your energizer is installed in an urban 
area that it's energy output is below eight joules (See 

Q8 below ) These are some of the most important 
clauses. 

 Having made my choice of energizer What is 
the next most important thing to bear in 

mind? 

An electric fence comprises of three things, the 
energizer, the earthing system and the fence itself.  If 
any one, or more, of these things is faulty the whole 
fence will be ineffective. The one thing most often 

overlooked is the importance of good earthing so having 
selected your energizer make sure you earth it well. For 

a permanent electric fence the law requires 3 x 1,2m 
galvanized earth stakes at the energizer and additional 

stakes every 100m along the fence line.  
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Circuit of an Electric Fence

Stafix Energizer

Current flow
in fence line

Current flow
in fence line

Circuit relies on
good current flow

through the ground

Poor current
flow in ground

Dry Ground

Current returns
via earth return wire

Moist Ground

Earth Stakes

Circuit of an Electric Fence
All live wire Configuration. (Applied in moist ground 

conditions) The circuit is closed between the live and the 
ground when the horse makes contact with the live wire.

Stafix Energizer

Earth Stakes

Live/Earth Wire Return Configuration
(Applied in dry ground conditions)

The horse closes the circuit between the live and earth 
return wire.

All Live Wire Configuration
(Applied in moist ground conditions)

Live/Earth Wire Return Configuration
(Applied in dry ground conditions)
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Stafix Portable Energizers

S142

S140

S138

All X-Series energizers have:
Ø Indicator lights that show output 

voltage and battery conditions
Ø Adjustable pulse speed and improved 

battery conservation
Ø Day/night sensors for superior 

livestock and predator control
Ø Easy mounting on a wall, fence post 

or fence wire
Ø Battery lead sets and fence lead sets
Ø Power adaptors for mains-powered 

installations.

Stafix AN90

This self-contained solar unit provides a compact, versatile
alternative to small solar installations while maintaining the
dynamic performance of a premium small energizer.

Stafix SXJ

Ø 0.12J maximum output energy
Ø Up to 7,500V output voltage
Ø Two pulse speed options
Ø Pulse indicator light
Ø Clips directly onto galvanized wire or poliwire, tape or braid 

for strip grazing
Ø Available as a single unit or complete with mounting stand
Ø Stand doubles as an earth stake

Ø Large 5W solar panel
Ø Up to 8500V output voltage
Ø All-in-one carry unit with soft carry handle
Ø Easily mounted with a Y-post/T-post case 

recess and wood post bracket
Ø Three pulse speed options
Ø Two output level options
Ø Night time battery save option (light sensor)
Ø Robust water and insect resistant case

S108

S109

The AN90 is the most powerful and versatile strip grazing unit available in its class, 
powering up to twice the amount of fence as most competing strip grazers.  
With the option of 4 x 'D' size torch batteries or an external 12V battery, 
the AN90 provides flexibility for all farm conditions.
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JVA Portable Energizers

The SV10 & SV5 energizer are ready to go straight out of the box! A reliable built-in rechargeable 
battery and integrated solar panel means that the JVA Solar Energizers are totally portable, without 
the need for extra batteries and hardware. The Energizers have an LCD display so that the user can 
see the Voltage and Joules on the fence at a glance. Just slide the energizer onto any Y-standard, 
attach the fence and switch it on. The SV10 energizer has 1.0J output energy and the SV5 energizer 
has 0.5J output energy per pulse. They are suitable for permanent and temporary fencing.

The RSG1 is a portable 0.1J electric fence energizer with a built in rechargeable battery, suitable for strip 
grazing and any temporary fence applications up to 1km. The RSG1 is packaged with both a 240V mains 
power adaptor and a 12V "cigarette" adaptor to recharge it. It will run for over two weeks between re-charges.

The SV2 energizer is ready to go straight out of the box! A reliable built-in 
rechargeable battery and integrated solar panel means that the JVA Solar Energizers 
are totally portable, without the need for extra batteries and hardware. Just slide the 
energizer onto any Y-standard, attach the fence and switch it on. The SV2 energizer 
has 0.2J output energy per pulse.

JVA MB Mid-Range Battery and Mains LED  Energizers 
The MB1.5, MB3 and 4.5 Electric Fence Energizers have between 1.5 and 4.5 
Joules output energy per pulse, to power up to 45km of fence. This innovative 
design means you can have versatile portable power from a 12V battery when 
needed, or run it from 240Vac mains electricity where that is available. Optional 
JVA Solar Kits and external batteries are available on request to make these 
units fully portable.

Stored Joules
Energy Output
Power Consumption at 12.5Vdc
Recommended Fence Line Distance

2J
1.5J

 0.15A
2Km

4J
3J

 0.3A
3Km

6J
4.5J
 0.5A
4Km
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Equestrian Accessories

Ø Durable crimp foot design
Ø Large foot for ease of placement
Ø 6mm spring steel
Ø Ideal for strip grazing cattle

Allows free movement 
of centre pivot wheels 
through electrified 
fence camps.

Pigtail Standards

Pivot Gate

S922

H100

Ø This insulator can either be 
nailed or stapled to wooden 
posts or it can be pop-riveted to 
metal posts

Ø The intermediate horse tape 
insulator is suitable for both the 
40mm and 12mm tape as well as 
the Polirope

Intermediate Horse 
Tape Insulator

Ø Stafix plastic tread-ins are ideal for 
temporary fencing and can be used 
with plastic tapes, wire or rope

Ø Each tread-in has positions for 
40mm or 12mm politape or 8mm 
polirope or poliwire

Ø The tread-ins are available in1.2m 
(cattle and sheep) and 1.5m lengths 
(horses)

(12mm wide/200m rolls) 
Ideal for temporary 

subdivision of camps or for 
the second strand on a 

permanent 40mm tape fence

Available in white, green or brown, these 
highly visible UV stabilized tapes are ideal 
for electric fencing permanent or temporary 
horse paddocks

Heavy-Duty Plastic Tread-ins

12mm Politape

S216

H101
S921S920

Used to tighten 12mm Politape

Combi or Maxi Tensioner

N786

N770P

40mm Horse Tape
(40mm wide/200m)

N218

Ø This robust, unique, versatile, easy-to-install, 
multi-faceted strainer/corner insulator can be 
nailed or stapled to a wooden strainer post or 
pop-riveted onto a metal strainer post.

Ø It has 3-way straining capabilities and is ideal 
for corners and angles.

This robust, unique, versatile, easy-to-
install corner insulator can be nailed or 
stapled to a wooden strainer post or 
pop-riveted onto a metal strainer post.

End/Corner 
Strainer Insulator

Corner Insulator

H119H118

Used to attach tape to 
strainer insulator and 
in electric tape gates

12mm Tape Buckle

H116 H114

Used to attach tape to 
strainer insulator and 
in electric tape gates

40mm Tape Buckle

An aluminium buckle 
used to join tape

Tape Joiner
H106

Used in conjunction with end/corner strain and gate handle, 
to complete the current when the gate handle is connected

Activator Clip
JVA Horse 3-way

activator plate

H105
H1115
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Equestrian Accessories

Poliwire
An economic choice for temporary 
fencing, featuring stainless steel 

conductors and UV stabilized 
yarns; available in white or orange 

in 200m or 500m rolls

Ø Consists of multi-stranded latex core and UV resistant
sheath, for easy quick assembly of electric gates

Ø Four stainless steel wires for maximum conductivity
Ø Wires cross over ten times per centimetre for

maximum shock exposure
Ø Heavy duty gate components included
Ø Standard length 3.5 - 7 m

Spring Gate Kit

Tape Gate Kit

Bungy Cord Gate Kit

Horse Post  Insulator
Insulator designed to fit over

all common steel Y-posts

H111

Can be attached at any point 
along a dropper to support 

an electric wire

Screw-On Insulator

N688

Available in Galvanized 
Steel or Powder-Coated 

White. Used for 3,5m cattle 
or horse gates

Spring Gates
UGS

S912W

S911O

The Ridgeback Dropper is 
a light, vertical stave in a 
fence, used to separate 

the wires of a wire fence. 

DK12

Ridgeback Dropper

Value Reel and Stand

S903

Ø The galvanized value reel
holder can be attached to
a stand

Ø Ideal for temporary and
movable horse camps

Ø The reel holds 100m/200m 
of 40mm/12mm tape or 
500m of poliwire

Ø The reel has a ratchet for
superior tension control

8mm Polirope
S219

(8mm wide/200m rolls) Polirope is 
also suitable for second stranding 
a 40mm tape permanent fence for 
making electric gates

Heavy Duty Compression
Gate Break Handle

S790

Ø Strong robust body
Ø Positive non-slip grip 
Ø High tensile, heavy-duty spring 

compresses under tension, 
preventing over stretching

Ø Fully galvanized

S792

Zammer Handle Gate Break
Multi-purpose handle used 

in temporary fencing as 
an insulated hook.
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Equine Fence Design

Agricultural Gate 

The level of security and the quality of the gate will determine the choice of gate contact.
Series Gate Contact (SANS 10222-3:2006 Compliant)

x x

1200mm

750mm

450mm

1400mm

950mm

500mm

Small horses 2 to 3 wires Large horses 2 to 3 wires
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Heading needed
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e-mail:     Gauteng – efc@stafix.co.za

                 KZN – ndlovu@stafix.co.za
Postal      PO Box 13898
Address: Cascades 3202
Website:  www.stafix.co.za

BRANCH DETAILS

Bloemfontein
Kolbe Laan 18
Oranjesig, Bloemfontein
Tel:  051 448 6695/6

North Rand (Kya Sand)
174 Bernie Street
Kya Sand, Randburg
Tel:  011 708 6442

Port Elizabeth
45 Mangold Street
Newton Park, Port Elizabeth 
Tel:  041 365 7178/9

Cape Town 
Unit 15, Viking Business Park
Epping Industria, Cape Town 
Tel:  021 534 5056

Centurion 
74 Cantonments Road
Lyttelton, Centurion 
Tel:  012 880 0222

George
Shop 3, 57 York Street
George
Tel: 044 874 0669

Kimberley
29A Schmidtsdrift Road
Rhodesdene, Kimberley
Tel:  053 861 5631

Pietermaritzburg 
51 Winston Road
Pietermaritzburg
Tel:  033 342 6727

Pretoria
1185 Steve Biko Road
Wonderboom South, Pretoria
Tel:  012 335 4290

Somerset West
Shop 4, Broadway Centre
Urtel Crescent, Somerset West
Tel:  021 851 1978

Vryheid
Unit F, 153 President Street
Cnr. Hlobane Street
Tel:  034 981 0318

Vanderbijlpark
5 Prime Business Park
Vanderbijlpark
Tel:  016 931 0408

Durban North
Unit B, 213 Kenneth Kaunda Road
Durban North
Tel: 031 563 0274

Klerksdorp
72 Central Avenue
Flamwood, Klerksdorp
Tel: 018 468 8273

Pinetown
7 Suffert Street
Pinetown
Tel:  031 702 6351

Rustenburg
No 1 Howick Avenue
Shop No 7, Waterfall Mall
Tel:  014 537 2884

Upington 
Updustria Business Park
4 Progressus Street 
Tel:  054 332 1458

West Rand (Roodepoort)
599 Ontdekkers Road
Delarey, Roodepoort
Tel:  011 472 8823

East Rand (Jet Park)
219 Jet Park Road
Aerostar, Johannesburg
Tel:  011 397 3507

Nelspruit
Unit 4, 20 Rapid Street
Riverside Industrial Park
Tel:  013 752 7152

Polokwane
9 Suez Street
Nirvana, Polokwane
Tel:  015 292 6273

East London
Shop 8, 9 Paphos Park
Devereaux Avenue 
Tel:  043 726 6652

Potchefstroom
35 Dr James Moroka Avenue
Potchefstroom
Tel:  018 297 1488
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